


how to shoot a movie," said
Johnson. "Columbia makes sure
you know why you're doing it. In
one class, Editing Practice and
Theory, we'll spend two hours
watching a movie then talk about
the shots and editing, then we'll
go in and actually edit it."

Johnson, who lives in
Northridge, has written, directed
and/or produced 11 short films,
including one that was recently
screened at the Brilliant Light
International Film Festival at
Raleigh Studios in Los Angeles.
He has two full-length features
on deck, is interning at produc-
tion companies and studios and
aspires to "work in film devel-
opment and be able to control
things and tell my own stories
visually," he said.

But for now, Johnson isn't
keen on turning his war experi-
ence into a movie.

"The flashbacks are enough
- I wish I could erase those
images," said Johnson, who suffers
from post-traumatic stress dis-
order. "A lot of people who had

Combat Continued from Pg. 12 nothing to do with [the war] got
hurt the most, and I'm dealing
with the friends I lost, asking,
'Why did I make it home and
they didn't?' It haunts me.

"But I believe all I can do is
live my life to the best of my abil-
ity and keep going in the right
direction to honor these guys. So
I'd rather write about the value of
life or tell the other side. My
script 'The Dependents' is based
on what mothers and siblings
and spouses go through when
their loved ones are at war. I
want my films to have hope."

This summer, Johnson will
begin his thesis film project from
his script "Every Morning I Kiss
the Sun."

"I'm a survivor. Every day I
go to the school I'm grateful and
give it all I have. To be able to
make films now and actually be
good at it, I know I can be victo-
rious despite the odds. If my life
and my example and storytelling
can change someone else's life,
then that's what I want to do." 

Debra Beyer is a freelance writer based
in Glendale.


